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My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  knowing 
that the testing of your faith produces patience. James 1:2-3  
 
A little town in Alabama turned a pathway to financial ruin into a win-
ning triumph. The major livelihood of the town was raising cotton. 
One year, just as it appeared that there would be a bumper crop, the 
boll weevil invaded, devastated the crop, and destroyed the economy 
of that little town. Farmers, however, are an ingenious lot, and these 

particular farmers were deter-
mined not to simply sit back and 
move into the poorhouse. One 
man got the idea of planting pea-
nuts instead. (Boll weevils don’t 
like peanuts!) Another farmer 
decided to plant yet another kind 
of crop, and others followed suit. 
Before long, bumper crops of 
peanuts and other produce began 
to repair the economy of this 
town. In fact, the town became 
more prosperous than it would 
have ever been if cotton had re-
mained its only crop. Interesting-
ly, the town later came to be 
known as Enterprise, Alabama. 
And do you know what they did? 
They erected a monument to the 
boll weevil! What had almost 

been the instrument of their destruction became a source of rejoicing. 
 

The book of James was written not many years after the death, burial, 
and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Life was tough for the early christian 
readers of the book of James.  In James 1 verse 1, he addresses his 
book to those who were the scattered. “At that time a great persecu-
tion arose against the church which was at Jerusalem; and they were 
all scattered throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the 
apostles” (Acts 8:1). Because of the persecution, these first century 
christians had to leave their homes, businesses, work, and material 
things behind them.  These people were literally running for their 
lives!!! It is easy to imagine their anxieties were extremely elevated! 
Likely their fear was on high-alert! We can easily understand how they 
might have been gripped with insecurity, uncertainty and concerned 
about how they would be able to 

carry on with life! However, the word translated  “testing” as used by James in the original language 
of the New Testament is the word that describes a testing or challenge that results in improvement or 
a better outcome. In the first century, the word “testing” was used to describe the refining process of 
metals like gold and silver. Processors would heat up the metal to a liquid form, then skim off all the 
impurities from the top, making the precious metal much more valuable because the impurities had 
been removed. In other words, the “tested” metal came out of the fire better than it went in. 
 
The faith of the early Christians was tested by fire, but they were told to count it all joy.  When our 
faith is tested and we don’t give up, we come out better than before. Peter vividly points this out in I 
Peter 1:6 -7, “In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while, if need be, you have been 
grieved by various trials,  that the genuineness of your faith, being much more precious than gold 
that perishes, though it is tested by fire, may be found to praise, honor, and glory at the revelation of 
Jesus Christ.” 
 

For the folks in Alabama, the boll weevil was a “test by fire!” They could have just thrown up their 
hands and left their fields in defeat and in ruin. But they didn’t give up!  Instead they conquered the 
trial of the boll weevil and ended up better than they started. So did the early christians whose faith 
was put to the test! For the first century christians, persecution was metaphorically worthy of it’s own 
monument. What seemed so destructive turned out to be so good! Luke tells us, “Therefore those 
who were scattered went everywhere preaching the word” (Acts 8:4).      Have you seen any boll 
weevils lately? 
 

Rick Bright  
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II Timothy 2:15  



 
 

2ÅÍÅÍÂÅÒ ÉÎ 0ÒÁÙÅÒȡ 
4ÈÅ ÅÆÆÅÃÔÉÖÅȟ ÆÅÒÖÅÎÔ ÐÒÁÙÅÒ ÏÆ Á ÒÉÇÈÔÅÏÕÓ ÍÁÎ 
ÁÖÁÉÌÓ ÍÕÃÈȢ  *ÁÍÅÓ ωȡυϊ 
 

Marvin Lawrenceôs is recovering at home 
from his knee surgery and is improving.  

Bobby Lewisôs  meds donôt seem to be working, 
so he is going to the doctor again Aug. 7th. 

Keith McHenry, Debbie Dohertyôs son, has 
completed his tests at the Mayo Clinic. His 
committee will meet next week to go over his 
results. 

Tye, Terry and Ruth McMasterôs grandson, was 
airlifted to Columbia  Wednesday  following a 
seizure. A blockage was removed from the tube 
draining fluid from his brain. 

Mike Winchester Nachoôs friend, is suffering 
from terminal cancer. 

Mike Craddock, Nicoleôs friend, is scheduled 
for back surgery. 

Rhonda Crandall, Connie Isisô daughter-in-
law, has been diagnosed with cancer. She is 
worse and is going to OK Cancer Center. 

Ron Webb, Pat Cruiseôs cousin, has improved 
and will start treatments. 

Lenora Hyder is benefiting from medication 
for her heart problems. 

Kelly Herman is still struggling with health 
issues. 

 

Bobby Banksô recent surgery shows that only 
one of seven lymph nodes are malignant. 

Howard Dampier (friend of the Brams) is still 
battling cancer. 

Lisa Plunkett Martin has improved. Thank 
you for all the prayers. 

Donna Plummer,  Marcie Marchandôs 
mother, is dealing with leukemia. 

Micaiah Sedlacek (18) has kidney failure and 
is on dialysis and is waiting on a kidney re-
placement and is having other health issues. 

Jamie Westcomb, Nicoleôs friend, has stage 4 
kidney and liver cancer. 

Daniel Henslee is having some problems. They 
are trying to straighten out his medications. 

 

 

Remember 

The Homebound 

¶ Estelline Jones 

¶ Ina Gillette (Colonial Springs in Buffalo) 

¶ Pat Lamb (Marshfield Care Center) 

¶ Judy Barrow (Webco Manor) 

¶ Bonnie Doherty (Webco East) 

¶ Zoe Lawless of Conway (Webco) 

¶ Rosalie Rosenberger (Thad Layneôs sister) is 
in a nursing home in Jax, FL. 

Welcome Visitors  
Please leave a record of your visit by filling out a visitorôs card 

and placing it in the collection plate. Youôll find them in the pew 

back in front of you. 
 

Colombia Trip:  Nacho and Beverly Bram and Paul Fisher are 

doing well in  Colombia and plan to return August 13.  

Please keep them and their work in your prayers daily.  

 

Bob and Kay Lewis are great grandparents again! Alice, 
daughter of Chance and Tabby Herman, was born August 3. She 
was 19 3/4 inches and 7 pounds 3 ounces. 

 

New mailing address: John and Christina Hopkins are now  

using 211 Hargus Rd, Seymour 65746 as their mailing address  

instead of a post office box. 

On your Agenda!      

Fellowship meal this morning following worship. 
Please plan to stay, as this is a great time to visit to-
gether and get to know one another. Always plenty 
of food. 

This evening at 5:00 p.m. there will be a meeting 

to plan our next Ladies Day.  
 

Kid Sing Sunday Evening at 6pm 

Remember to prepare and bring your kids to enjoy Kid Sing  

Sunday nights at 6pm. 
 

Job Openings:  

A teacher is needed for ages 2-3 for Wednesday evenings.  

If you are interested in the cleaning position here for the build-
ing, please see Ron Peck or Terry Cruise by September 1st. 

Looking Ahead in  
August 
August  12 - Business Meeting 4:30 p.m. 
August  12 - Singing at Nursing Homes  
 

Worship Coordinator:  Bobby 
Lewis 

Announcements:  Steve Crews 

Sunday AM 
Before Service Greeters: 
Randy & Becky Hyder 

After Services Greeters: Justin 
& Daylon Kanengieter 

Songleader: John Marchand 

Lord’s Table 

*William Dill, Dennis Richardson 
David Doherty, Terry Cruise 

Opening Prayer:  Ron Peck 

Closing Prayer: Eddie Watkins 

Sermon: Rick Bright 

Sunday PM 
Before & After Services  

Greeters: Betty Sheppard & 
Wanda Crews 

Songleader: John L. Sanders 

Lord’s Table: Daniel Hyder 

Opening Prayer: Terry  

     McMasters 

Closing Prayer: Thad Layne 

Sermon: Rick Bright 

Wed. Night 
Before & After Services 

Greeters:  Mary Domby &  
Marcie Marchand 

Devotional: John L. Sanders 

Songleader: Jerry Cruise 

Prayer: Roy  Phillips 

News and Announcements: Privileged to Serve 

Record for July 29 
Sunday AM  84 

Sunday PM  59 

Wed. PM  73  

Total Contribution: $2114 

 

If someone is missing let 
them know they were  
missed 

 
 
 

Upcoming Birthdays 
AUGUST 
Christina Hopkins                8- 2 
Thad Layne                           8-14 
Shawna Page                        8-17 
Randy Crews                         8-18 
Wanda Crews                       8-20 
Scot Greer                             8-20 

Travis Hampton                    8-20 
Diana Greer                           8-21 
Jaren Hamilton                      8-21 
Ron Peck                                8-24 
Luther Sheppard                   8-30 
Marcus Buttram                    8-31 
 

Upcoming Anniversaries 
Bobby & Missy Lewis            8-8 
Monty & Glenda Farley        8-8 
Mike & Tonia Tillman           8-21 
Josh and Shawna Page         8-26 


